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Farmer Tipsheet 

4.10 Developing an Egg Share
Egg shares can be simple to develop since the farmer will be delivering one product each week in consistent quantities.  CSA groups are usually excited about receiving eggs through the CSA.  

The different options for producing eggs for CSA are:

1. The vegetable farmer produces and sells the eggs to members.

2. The vegetable farmer purchases eggs from a neighboring farm to sell to CSA members.

3. If the vegetable farmer is not interested in distributing eggs, the CSA group can work with a different farmer to source eggs. 
Size of the share:

The majority of egg farmers offer either a dozen and/or one half dozen eggs every week.  

The most flexible share options for members that one farmer offers are:

12 eggs every week

12 eggs every other week

6 eggs every week

6 eggs every other week

Farms should consider whether or not they have the administrative ability to deal with multiple ordering options.

Length of the season:

Most farmers offer eggs for the full length of the CSA, which usually ranges from June – November depending on the farm.
Share pricing:

For 2009 CSAs, eggs cost $3.50 - $5.00 a dozen depending on the farm’s costs.  Members pay the farmer upfront for the season so that number is multiplied by the number of weeks that the eggs will be delivered.  Some farms charge slightly more than half that price for half-dozens to make up for administrative costs.
Where the product comes from:

Multiple Just Food CSA farmers produce their own eggs.  Eggs can be sold either through the vegetable farmer, or if the vegetable farmer is not interested in providing eggs, then the CSA group can find a separate egg farmer.  The vegetable farmer can either produce the eggs themselves or work with a neighbor farm to source them for the CSA.  Members should always know what farm the eggs have come from.  The name of the farm and their growing methods should be told to CSA members.

How it is packaged:

Some farms have been able to minimize the cost of the share by reducing the weekly packaging.  One farm delivers eggs in flats, and members bring their own egg cartons and transfer either a dozen or half-dozen into their cartons.

Other farms package dozen and half-dozen cartons to send to members.  Farmers can work with CSA groups to get these cartons returned weekly. 

Risk Sharing:
We encourage farmers and members to share the risk of providing eggs for the CSA.  Even though CSA members sign up for dozen and half dozen shares, if something happens to the chickens, members should expect shares to be smaller.  CSA members may not be familiar with the concept of risk-sharing with layers, so it may require educating the members.  

Some situations that warrant risk-sharing with eggs:

· A predator killing some of the layers 

· Factors stressing the chickens so they do not lay

· Chickens get a disease

Egg producers should stay in close communication with the CSA group to let them know about any major events or problems that happen on the farm.
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