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JUST FOOD’S FARMER APPLICATION


Instructions
Please fill out the application to the best of your ability.  If you have questions, please call Jen at (212) 645-9880 ext 231 (Se habla español) or email at farmeroutreach@justfood.org.  

Fresh Food for All Direct Purchasing

Just Food matches farmers within our foodshed (250 miles from NYC) with food pantries, soup kitchens, and other congregate meals programs in the city.  Direct Purchasing arrangements vary according to the needs of the farm and the institution, but typically involve a weekly ordering system with either the farmer dropping the order off at the institution or the institution picking up the order from the farmer at a nearby market. 
Just Food will be choosing to work with farmers who:

· Are experienced in diversified vegetable production

· Have at least two years production experience either in the role of farm owner or farm worker
· Will communicate regularly with the group in the city especially when there is a problem

· Have the capacity to be flexible, see Direct Purchasing as a learning process and be able to adapt to changing circumstances

· Are committed to providing produce to low income community members and are open to providing flexibility in order to create a mutually beneficial partnership

· Are using sustainable growing practices.  Just Food does not exclude farmers who are not practicing organic methods of production, however we are committed to supporting sustainable growing practices
· Can manage a weekly ordering system
Farmer Responsibilities

· Plan to provide produce at a fair price to farmers and the institution

· Work with input from the institution on vegetable selection

· Depending on the details of your direct purchasing arrangement, either drop off vegetables in a timely manner or have the order prepared when the institution comes to pick up at your market

· Communicate regularly with the institution about produce availability, ordering, deliveries, payment, what is happening on the farm, etc.

· Meet with the institution in the city during the off season

· Be open to hosting one farm trip per season
City Farms Markets

City Farms Markets are a network of community-run markets and gardens in New York City. The markets are run by volunteers or local organizations who want fresh, quality produce in their neighborhoods.  Flexible options for farmers can include dropping off produce at the markets and setting up at the market site.  The markets usually have low vendor fees and will work with farmers so that everyone benefits.  

Benefits to working with a City Farms Market include:
· Sell your produce to vibrant, independent, community-run markets

· Sell your specialty or ethnic items to diverse neighborhoods

· Be a vendor, drop-off your produce, arrange to have it picked up, or hire a local to sell it

· Support groups to make their neighborhoods a healthier place to live


City Farms Markets look for farmers who: 

·     Grow and market through farmers markets

·     Enjoy diverse, vibrant NYC communities

·     Accept food stamps/EBT, Health Bucks, and Farmers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) checks

·     Follow market rules and communicate regularly with market managers

·     Are flexible, can adapt to changing circumstances, and see the City Farms Markets as a learning process

Just Food, 1155 Avenue of the Americas 3rd Floor,  New York, NY 10036
Tel:  212/645-9880  Fax: 212/645 9881

farmeroutreach@justfood.org           www.justfood.org
JUST FOOD FARMER APPLICATION
The information provided below is for Just Food’s use only. All information will be available only to Just Food staff and the Farmer Advisory Committee for the purpose of selecting farmers for the 2011 season. We will not publicize any of this information or pass this application onto the core groups.  Please call Jen at 212 645 9880 x 231 if you have any questions.
FARMER CONTACT INFORMATION

Today’s date: ________________________

Farmer/Vendor Name(s): __________________________________________________________________

Farm/Business Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address (if different): ____________________________________________________________________________________
Home phone: _______________________________ Business phone: _____________________________

Best hours to call: _______________________________ Fax:  ​​​​​ __________________________________

E-mail address: _________________________________ Website:  _______________________________

Preferred method of contact (check one): 
Fax
Email


Mail
Phone:       Best time to call: ________________

What languages besides English do you speak (if any)? Please indicate level of fluency. 

FARM INFORMATION
· In what year was the farm founded?


· # Years on current land: ___________________
· Acres of farm and leased land used _____________
· Acres of farm currently in production _____________

· Are you (check all that apply)

____ Certified organic, certified by _________________________________

____ Organic but not certified

____ Certified Naturally Grown

____ Biodynamic

____ Use IPM.  Please explain: 

· Describe your past farming experience.  Include how you learned to farm (apprenticeship, family farm, agricultural classes) and number of years of growing experience.

PRODUCT AVAILABILITY

· What products do you grow or produce? Please attach a crop list/plan if possible. 

· Do you purchase or are you interested in purchasing products from other farms to resell?  If yes, which products and from which farms?
· What dates/months do you have product to deliver to NYC?  Do you have products available during the winter months?  If yes, which ones?
· Please list current New York City marketing outlets. 
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· What additional days are you willing to come to NYC (if any)?
· Who from the farm would be making deliveries into NYC?

WORKING WITH CITY FARMS MARKETS
If you are interested in selling to or at City Farms Markets, please fill out this section.  If not, skip this section and continue with the Fresh Food for All Direct Purchasing section.

· Would you be interested in setting up and selling at the market?

□yes
□no

· Would you be interested in dropping off your produce at the market?
 □yes
□no

If yes, who can the markets contact and when do you want orders to be placed?

· How much money would you like to make at the market (minimum)?

· Do you have vendor insurance to sell at farmers markets?
□yes
□no

· Do you accept FMNP checks? 




□yes
□no

FRESH FOOD for ALL DIRECT PURCHASING
· Would you be interested in being considered for direct purchasing?  It would involve a weekly ordering system and drop-off or pick-up to/from the institution.

__  Yes, I am interested in being considered for this type of opportunity

__  I am interested if the opportunity were very close to our other NYC markets.

__  No, please do not consider me for these opportunities

__  Maybe, I would like to learn more.

· What is the minimum weekly order that would make a drop-off worthwhile?

OTHER
Other comments, personal/family history, farming background, anecdotes, or philosophy that you want to share:

How did you hear about Just Food, the City Farms Markets, and/or Direct Purchasing:  

_________________________________________
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